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This document specifies the conditions for the release of Region 4 Genetics Collaborative 
data for the purpose of legitimate public health or related research.  The intent of these 
policies is to facilitate the sharing of data with interested investigators and to provide a 
mechanism for tracking and archiving data requests, intended analyses and publications 
related to and resulting from Region 4 Genetics Collaborative data. 
 
Data Requests: 
 

I. Requests for data must be made in writing to the Region 4 Project Director  
 
II. The requestor shall provide a study protocol that includes: the research 

question(s), objectives for the use f the data, rational for data use, methods for 
processing the data, the specific data requested, a list of variables needed to 
carry out the study, each proposed analysis that will be conducted (including 
software that will be used and named lead investigator), storage and security 
measures for the data, study timeframe, ad how the data source will be 
acknowledged/cited.   

 
The purpose of listing each proposed analysis is to allow and facilitate 
investigators considering similar projects to collaborate and to identify an 
individual taking responsibility for the use and reporting of requested data.   

 
III. Requestors will need to obtain IRB approval and will need to provide IRB 

numbers and expiration dates. 
 

IV. Accessible data will include data that fall under the definition of a “limited 
Data Set” as defined in 45 CFR Part 164.514. 

 
V. Approval to analyze the data applies only to the topic described in the 

protocol.  If a requestor desires to conduct additional analyses, a separate 
proposal is required. 

 
VI. The dataset, or any part thereof, may not be released to any persons other than 

those listed as collaborators in the provided protocol.   
 

VII. Upon completion of the analysis described in the protocol, requestor must 
confirm in writing that their copy of the data haves been destroyed and/or 
return the data to Region 4. 
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Publication, Authorship, and Data Ownership 
 
Regardless of what subset of data is used in analyses or publications, as part of the User 
Agreement, investigators will be asked to agree to the Publication Policy, as follows: 
 

A. A copy of any report or other distribution of information resulting from the 
use of the data will be submitted to the Region 4 Genetics Collaborative 
Project Director for review and approval prior to release. 

 
a. Slides, posters, abstracts, etc. will be submitted prior to presentation 
b. Manuscripts will be submitted prior to submitting to a peer reviewed 

journal 
 

B. Presentations will include appropriate acknowledgements using language 
recommended by the Region 4 Genetics Collaborative.  

  
C. All manuscripts will acknowledge the methods of Region 4 Genetics 

Collaborative data gathering using language recommended by Region 4. 
 

D. All manuscripts will acknowledge the support of HRSA using the HRSA 
grant number for the specific Region 4 Genetics Collaborative Project. 

 
E. In addition to the named authors, all manuscripts will be submitted with an 

acknowledgement of the Region 4 Genetics Collaborative project on the 
author line using an authorship phrase followed by an asterisk.  The asterisk 
will point to a printed listing (if allowed by the journal) or a web site listing 
that will list the names of the Region 4 Genetics Collaborative project 
leadership, key senior contributors to the Region 4 Project design and/or 
organization.   

 
F. Full citation of the manuscript will be provided to the Region 4 Genetics 

Collaborative upon acceptance of the manuscript.   
 

G. A copy of the manuscript will be provided to the Region 4 Genetics 
Collaborative.  If permitted by the Journal, a version of the article or link to 
the article will be available on-line at www.region4genetics.org.   

 
H. All data provided under the data agreement are the sole property of the Region 

4 Genetics Collaborative and may not be copied or reproduced for distribution 
to others.   

 


